
Amersham Festival of Music 2015 

 This year’s festival has been a big success, with all with 9 varied musical events being well attended 

and 3 events being completely sold out. 

 What a privilege it was to have Paul Lewis performing with our own Festival Orchestra under the 

baton of Iain Ledingham. It was a superb concert with Paul’s inspiring performance of Schumann’s 

Piano concerto and the excitement of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony. 

Iain is, of course, the founder and constant inspiration for the festival. This year he performed 

himself many times. He is a superb accompanist and played for Adriana Festeu’s arias during her 

interesting and enjoyable Study day on Opera, as well as accompanying Nazrin Rashidova’s brilliant 

and inspiring violin recital. He also showed his skill as an organist in a cleverly devised programme 

for organ, 2 sopranos and a trumpeter. Anna Harvey and Harriet Eyley gave an unforgettable 

performance of the Flower duet from Delibes’ Lakme and Imogen Hancock’s trumpet playing was 

glorious. The programme closed with Widor’s famous Toccata for organ. 

Under Iain’s direction South Bucks Choral Society’s performance of Bach’s great St John Passion was 

undoubtedly a highlight. His understanding of the text and Bach’s music led to a moving and 

memorable performance for both choir and audience alike. 

Other popular events were our opening concert which was given by ‘Harry the Piano’, the dinner and 

concert event at Chenies Manor and the collaborative concert given by Dr Challoner’s Grammar 

School Jazz Band the National Youth Jazz Orchestra Sextet. 

‘Harry’ amazed and entertained the audience with his improvisatory skills in so many different 

musical styles and the anecdotes he told.  The skill of Dr Challoner’s Jazz Band astounded all those 

who heard them with such favourites as ‘Fly Me to the Moon’ and the more modern ‘Night of the 

Mojito’. The audience were captivated by their skill and musicianship – especially from such young 

players. At Chenies the trio ‘In Voice and Verse’ entertained the audience with a programme of 

music and verse from Elizabeth 1 to our present Queen before a wonderful dinner. 

The final concert of the festival was a Young Artists’ recital given by the ‘Con Brio’ vocal ensemble 

from Challoner’s High School, directed by Joanna Korzinek, and the harpist Mary Reid. Con Brio’s 

delightful programme included repertoire from religious, folk and popular styles. It was a treat to 

hear such a well-trained choir of all female voices. Mary Reid’s choice of repertoire introduced us to 

exciting new pieces specially written for harp by Schafer as well as beautiful transcriptions of music 

by Bach, Gounod and Liszt. The audience enjoyed her playing and the introductions she gave to each 

piece. 

Many people have said how much they enjoyed this year’s festival with its wide variety of events 

and stunning musical performances. We look forward to seeing you at the Autumn/Winter series of 

Concerts which begins on 23rd October. Details can be found on our website. 

www.amershamfestival.org  
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