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Laura Mowat speaks to some of the Amersham Music Festival leading lights to find out why music 

lovers are lucky to have these professionals performing on our doorstep 

 

 

Each year, top classical musicians descend on Bucks to perform at the Amersham Festival of Music, 

which has entertained audiences since 1983. 

Since then, the-three week spring festival has expanded to include concerts in the winter as well. 

The festival, which was founded and is directed by Iain Ledingham, has the aim of promoting music-

making of the highest quality in the local area. 

Chairman of the festival and the former head of music at Dr Challoner’s High School in Little Chalfont, 

Jane Partridge said: “People are lucky to have these musicians on their doorstep, there is a great 

quality of musician.” 
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Mrs Partridge, who plays the piano and flute, added: “We have a very loyal following who do come, 

the concerts have over 300 people. There is a lot of work to put the concerts on, but there is a really 

good committee and it is lovely to work with them.” 

The former teacher added: “Music should be a part of education, it is intrinsic.” 

The concerts are open to everyone and there are 200 friends of the festival, who are effectively keen 

audience members and get priority seating. 

In April, there will be a week-long festival, which will feature a performance of Vaughan Williams’ Sea 

Symphony by the Festival Orchestra and South Bucks Choral Society, a dinner and concert by the 

Curzon Quartet at Chenies Manor and a jazz concert featuring the renowned jazz singer Jacqui 

Dankworth. Tickets for all these events will be available at the end of January. 

Committee member, Ann Whaley, of Hillfield Road, Chalfont St Peter said: “We have such high 

quality professionals who perform at our concerts and we are very lucky that we don't have to go to 

London. We pay much less and it is on the door step." 

Amersham Festival of Music  

Mrs Whaley added: “We have a wide range of people playing modern music and early music, we also 

do children's concerts where they can have a go with the instruments.” 

Besides from the concerts, the group gives bursaries to local musicians for music tuition and their 

instruments. 



Mrs Whaley said: “We have always had a strong core of people and we want to reach out to a new 

audience, it is amazing how many people do not know that we are here and haven't heard about us.” 

The festival of music’s Winter series started on Friday, November 1 at St Mary’s Church, Old 

Amersham with a concert of Baroque Masterpieces performed by the Amersham Festival Chamber 

Orchestra. 

The next concert will be at St James Church, Gerrards Cross on Friday, December 6 when the 

orchestra will perform symphonies by Mozart and Haydn. 

n The box office number for tickets is 01494 876465 and the website is 

http://www.amershamfestival.org/. 

 


