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The second concert of the Amersham Festival of Music was held in St. James’ Church, Gerrards Cross 

with a programme of Mozart and Haydn. 

The programme started with W.A. Mozart’s ‘Piano Concerto No. 23 in A Major’.  Iain Ledingham led 

the orchestra from the piano for this work. It is a truly delicate work in which Mozart employed his 

favourite wind instrument – the clarinet.  The  woodwind  section were ethereal and sensitive in 

their playing and Iain’s mastery of the keyboard, along with the playing of the strings, brought this 

concerto alive. Indeed I was lucky enough to obtain a seat that gave me a good view of the keyboard 

and I was mesmerised by Iain’s playing - his fingers positively danced over the keyboard.    

The soprano Alice Privett joined Iain and the orchestra for Mozart’s Concert Aria ‘Ch’io mi scordi di 

te?’ Not only did she look good, her singing was beautiful bringing out all the depth of expression 

and intimacy of the piece.  The well deserved rapturous applause took us into the interval.  

The second half started with F.J. Haydn’s ‘Symphony No.83  in G Minor’ also known as “La Poule” on 

account of the short grace-notes and rhythm in the second theme suggestive of the clucking of a 

hen. From  the 1st Movement, thru the beautiful Andante with its intimate lyrical and expressive 

playing, mainly by the strings, to the final 2 movements with three dramatic pauses taking us to its 

brilliant end, it really was something, and from the applause, the audience thought the same. 

To end the concert Alice Privett joined the orchestra once more with  W.A. Mozart’s ‘Exultate 

Jubilate’ (Motet for Soprano and Orchestra). This work is mainly a miniature concerto for voice and 

orchestra in three movements, however, the delightful “Alleluja” which ends the work is the most 

famous part, and brought smiles to all our faces.  Alice has a wonderful timbered soprano voice and 

one that you felt you would like to hear more of. 

The applause raised the roof bringing to an end a wonderful concert on such a cold frosty night, and 

after many curtain calls we were all left with that feel good factor. 

What a great evening which is of course down to the professionalism of the musicians, their maestro 

- Iain Ledingham - and the soloist. One is aware that all concerned are totally driven by Iain’s 

charismatic leadership.  

 

Kay Johnson 


