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The first concert of the popular series of Winter Concert for the Amersham Festival of Music took 

place on Friday 11th November. The attractive programme drew a large audience and it was pleasing 

to see so many new audience members including a good number of young people. 

The programme began with Mozart’s Symphony no. 33. This more delicate work is scored for strings, 

oboes, horns and bassoons. Under the direction of Iain Ledingham Amersham Festival Chamber 

Orchestra immediately portrayed its joyous mood with sparkling playing in the opening movement 

contrasted beautifully with warm and sensuous playing in the second movement. They clearly 

enjoyed playing the rousing Viennese Minuet of the third movement and the exuberant final 

movement. 

Nazrin Rashidova was the soloist for Mozart’s 5th Violin Concerto. Nazrin is already an experienced 

soloist, chamber musician and orchestral director having made her debut at the age of three. She is 

also the founder of Femusa – Britain’s first female chamber orchestra in sixty years. The audience 

was thrilled and astounded by the brilliant, technical assurance of her playing which was coupled 

with a serene and musical delivery. Already a prize winner in several international competitions she 

is certainly a violinist to watch out for! 

The warm and friendly atmosphere at these concerts was once again evident in the interval. Lively 

conversation between friends old and new showed that the audience were enjoying the evening 

very much. 

The second half featured just one work – Schubert’s ever popular Symphony no. 5. Here the string 

section of the orchestra provided just the right warm and expressive tone, which was complemented 

by exquisite playing from the woodwind section. We are so fortunate to have such highly 

accomplished and professional musicians playing here in Amersham. If you missed this concert be 

sure to catch one of the remaining three concerts: 9th December, 6th January and 17th February. Full 

details of the programmes and how to book can be found on the festival website 

www.amershamfestival.org  

http://www.amershamfestival.org/

