
                               

                 

                Amersham Festival of Music  – Saturday 23rd April 2016 

                                          Darius Brubeck Quartet 

                          Dr. Challoner’s  High School, Little Chalfont               

 

The Darius Brubeck Quartet concert was one of  this years  ‘Amersham Festival 

of Music’ events, and what an event it was. 

With a capacity audience it started off with wine and  cold supper before the 

concert began.  Darius Brubeck - pianist, composer and Professor of Jazz 

Studies – is a consummate artist and, like his father – Dave Brubeck – before 

him, a cultured pianist playing with great style and has total knowledge of the 

score. 

His quartet, together for 10 years now, consist of himself – piano, Matt Ridley 

– bass, Wesley Gibbons – drums and Dave O’Higgins – Saxophone,  whose 

repertoire embraces South African Jazz, his own compositions and David 

Brubeck hits.  The concert ended with ‘Take Five’ which as Darius said ‘was 

what we were all waiting for’ noting that if they had played it start to evening, 

we would have all applauded and gone home.  Well if they had started with it 

he could have been assured we would certainly not have gone home. 

It really was a super evening of music, the quartet are very accomplished and 

gave their all, and as Jane Partridge, chairman of the Amersham Festival of 

Music  said when replying to his comment about people from their concerts 

going  up to him and saying they remembered his dad when they saw him 

playing at the Festival Hall etc, she quickly replied ‘well from now on All of 

Buckinghamshire will be saying ‘remember when we saw the Darius Brubeck 

Quartet’ at Dr. Challoner’s. 

The Amersham Festival of Music is a highlight of the musical year for those 

who follow them, and as it has such a diverse series of events it is sometimes 

difficult to decide which to go to, in the end most decide to go to them all. 



Very wise. 

Of course these events involve the whole committee who pull out the stops 

every time.  I know I keep saying this, but it is really a very big thank you to 

everyone concerned for such a wonderful evening, we are very lucky to have 

these wonderful events right on our doorstep.             
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