
 

A Review of the Mozart Requiem & Davide Penitente performed on 22nd April 2017 at the 

Royal Masonic School, Rickmansworth 

 

Some thoughts from the man in the third row… 

I watched Saturday evening’s concert in the beautiful surroundings of the Royal Masonic School, not 

as a music critic nor someone with any real knowledge of the technical skills of singing or 

musicianship, but rather wishing to be caught up in the sounds and emotions of the pieces and the 

interplay of the individual contributions of the singers, the orchestra, the soloists and the conductor.  

I was not disappointed and went home thrilled by what I had seen and heard, along, I’m sure, with 

the rest of the sell-out audience. 

I’m sure the David Penitente would have been new to many - it was to me - but it would have the 

Mozart Requiem that drew the audience in.  It’s now the second time I’ve heard you perform this 

piece - and you just get better! So, what did I notice and why did I enjoy it so much? 

Well, there were lots of things… 

• The look of intense concentration on the choir’s faces, their eyes flicking back and forth 

between the score and the conductor, following both at the same time.  

• The precision timing between the choir, the conductor and the orchestra and soloists. 

• The note perfect choir, orchestra and soloists all coming together as one and so clearly well-

rehearsed. 

• The highs and lows of the score – the intense periods of sadness and solemnity, giving way 

to the uplifting themes of joy and hope. 

• The looks of encouragement, and smiles from your conductor, his very evident enthusiasm, 

enjoyment and satisfaction – and all the performers’ responses to him. 

• The absolute, spell bound silence that filled the room after the final, dramatic notes, 

followed by the audience erupting into rapturous applause.  What a triumph! 

• And the overriding memory is the sheer thrilling volume that 100 highly skilled, dedicated, 

well-rehearsed singers can make, and just how uplifting and overwhelmingly enjoyable it 

is…to the man sitting in the third row! 

Why go to London when you can see such skill and perfection locally?  

A superb evening.  Thank you, I really appreciated all your efforts in putting the performance on…for 

me, the man in the third row…and everybody else there on that memorable Saturday evening! 

  

Colin Pett 

Winchester 


