
                              

                      Amersham Festival of Music concert – Friday 4th December 2015 

                                       Amersham Festival Chamber Orchestra  

                                                  Conductor -  Iain Ledingham 

                                                       Amersham Free Church 

 

The 2nd concert of The Amersham Festival of Music, held at the Amersham Free 

Church Friday 4th December, with the Amersham Chamber Orchestra,  their 

leader Charlotte Edwards and conductor Iain Ledingham, promised to be a 

night of glorious music - we were not disappointed. It really is a pleasure to 

attend these concerts  everyone  is so welcoming when you arrive, Iain 

Ledingham and members of the orchestra arriving at the same time and 

nodding at you in recognition.  What a privilege to be in such a wonderful 

environment with these talented musicians who obviously enjoy every minute 

of performing for us with their charismatic and inspirational conductor. 

Having bought our programmes and paid for the hire of a comfortable cushion 

we all went to our seats to wait for the performance to start. 

The concert opened with Bach’s ‘Piano Concerto in D minor’ - Iain Ledingham 

both leading the ensemble and also playing the piano.  He is such a very 

accomplished musician and pianist and had the audience enthralled from 

those opening notes clearly enjoying every second of it, which was reflected in 

the fantastic applause. 

Next we heard  Finzi’s  ‘Eclogue for Piano and Strings’ which I thought was 

enchanting and beautifully played.  

Taking us into the interval was Elgar’s  ‘Serenade for Strings’, a piece we all 

knew well, but thoroughly enjoyed again this evening. 

During the interval the piano was replaced by the harpsichord, and we all went 

back to our seats for the second half which started off with Bach’s ‘Cantata No 

82 – Ich habe genug ‘ with the talented bass-baritone Bozidar Smiljanic  and 



Christopher Hooker on Oboe.   Again what a delight this was, played and sung 

with such feeling, a pity it had to come to an end. 

We all now watched as part of the ensemble left the stage and the others re-

arranged their positions for Bach’s ‘Brandenburg Concerto No. 3’ – we now 

had all but the celli and double bass standing as they played this well known 

Concerto,  they were clearly enjoying it as much as we were. 

After the rest of the ensemble came back and everyone resumed their usual 

seating the evening ended with Holst’s ‘St Paul’s Suite’ after which the 

audience erupted into well deserved spontaneous applause. 

It had been a truly great evening and we the audience were reluctant to see 

these wonderful musicians and their charismatic leader Iain Ledingham go 

home.  However with the music ringing in our ears we bade them farewell and 

eagerly await their next concert on Friday 8th January 2016 at St. Mary’s 

Church, Old Amersham. 

I would really advise anyone who has not been to any of their concerts to give 

it a go, you will not be disappointed. 

For tickets please visit their website at - www.amershamfestival.org. 
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