
 

THIRTY–TWO YEARS OF MAKING MUSIC IN 
AMERSHAM 

 

 
 
The 32nd season of Amersham festival of Music begins on April 11th this year and runs until May 2nd. 
The festival has always featured a wide range of musical styles and events and this year is no 
exception. The first Amersham Festival of Music was in April 1983. It ran for just over a week, 
featuring an orchestral concert, Handel's magnificent oratorio Saul performed by the South Bucks 
Choral Society, a harpsichord recital at Chenies Manor House, a choral concert by the Chamber Choir 
of Dr Challoner's Grammar School, a recital of Lieder and English Song by soprano Alison Hargan, an 
evening with the Light Blues - a brilliant ensemble of former Oxbridge choral scholars and a Choral 
Evensong in St Mary's Church. The aim in starting the Festival was to promote music-making of the 
highest professional quality in the local area, using some of the very attractive local venues available. 
From the outset it was warmly supported by local music lovers and a number of generous sponsors, 
without whose assistance such a festival would never have been possible.  



 
Thirty years later the annual Festival spans a period of three or more weeks. There is also an 
autumn-winter season of concerts by the Festival Chamber Orchestra. This unique professional 
orchestra is directed by Iain Ledingham, a professor from the Royal Academy of Music who lives 
locally. Under his brilliant musical direction there has been substantial development in terms of the 
musical scope and size of the Festival.  

The opening orchestral concert on April 11th is sure to delight many as it includes Vaughan William’s 
ever popular work The Lark Ascending and Schubert’s Symphony No. 5.  The central work in the 
same concert, is the wonderfully lyric Oboe Concerto by Richard Strauss. 

This year two Jazz concerts are featured.  On April 16th Jacqui Dankworth has agreed to perform an 
evening of Jazz, Folk, Soul and Blues. Jacqui, who is such a marvellous jazz singer, will be performing 
with her musicians and this promises to be a very special evening indeed. If you prefer your Jazz with 
a bigger band be sure not to miss Dr Challoner’s Grammar School Jazz Band on April 23rd. Do not be 
deterred by the fact that they are a school band. They produce a maturity of sound beyond their 
years and their playing is fantastic and very professional. 

The festival is proud to have offered many bursaries over the years to help talented young musicians 
with their studies. This year on April 13th Angelika Stangl, one of the previous bursary holders, will 
give the Young Artist’s recital. Angelika now studies at The Guildhall School of Music and Drama and 
will play an exciting and varied programme on oboe and violin. 

Peter Medhurst regularly presents workshops and study days to great acclaim around the country. 
We are delighted that on April 22nd he will give a completely new lecture called The English 
Connection which will link in with some of the British Music featured in this year’s festival. 

On April 24th Mark Wildman, Head of Singing at the Royal Academy of Music  will be working with 
young singers  from the Royal Academy of Music in a masterclass which will include music by some 
of our greatest British composers. Anyone who has a love of singing will find this an inspiration. 

Vaughan Williams’s great work A Sea Symphony will be performed by South Bucks Choral Society 
with the Festival Orchestra, both directed by Iain Ledingham on April 26th. This dramatic depiction 
of the sea and its moods uses a large orchestra and chorus and will be preceded by Walton’s stirring 
Crown Imperial and Vaughan Williams’ rich and beautiful variations of the folk tune known as Dives 
and Lazarus. 

Once again we will return to the beautiful setting of Chenies Manor on April 29th for a supper and 
concert given by The Curzon Quartet. The group is passionate about historical performance and 
bring alive the sound of earlier music as it was first played. Hearing their music in this historical 
setting will add an extra dimension to the music of Haydn and Mendelssohn which is included in 
their programme. 

The festival closes on May 2nd with a concert given the Festival Chamber Ensemble. Iain Ledingham 
himself will be the soloist in Mozart’s Piano Quartet in E flat major and we conclude our celebration 
of English Music with two wonderful works inspired by the poetry of A.E. Housman: Somervell’s 
Shropshire Lad and Vaughan Williams On Wenlock Edge. 
 
We do hope you will find plenty to tempt you, and look forward to welcoming you to the Festival.   

FESTIVAL BOX OFFICE: 01494 876465, 7 Deanway, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks, HP8  

Tickets are also available from: The Record Shop, 37 Hill Avenue, Amersham, Bucks, HP6 5BX. 
(Phone: 01494 433311) and Chorleywood Bookshop, 4 New Parade, Chorleywood, Herts, WD3 5NJ. 
(Phone 01923 283566). For further information please check our website: www.amershamfestival  
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